
 
 

 

11 February 2019 

 

Dear Parents / Caregivers, 

 

We hope you are looking forward to this year. It should be a year filled with exciting new adventures and 

learning opportunities.  It will also be a challenging year as your child learns to take on the greater 

responsibilities of Senior School. Please keep in touch as to how I can best support your child throughout 

the year. 

 

My name is Doug Allison and I am the Year 10’s main teacher. I will be taking them for English and HASS 

(History/Geography), as well as being their Pastoral Care and Biblical Studies teacher. This means I will be 

their main contact and will see them most days.  I am also the Year 10 Coordinator for the Palmerston 

campus of NT Christian College.  The students have Mr De Klerk for Maths, Mrs Jessup for Science and Mrs 

Shea for PLP; they also have various other teachers both here at PCS and over at MCC for different electives 

and subjects.  Your child has received an elective form.  These forms, if not yet returned, are required as 

soon as possible.  Students will be notified of their electives early next week. 

 

You are welcome and encouraged to have a look on Compass to see their schedule and in order to keep up 

to date with major announcements (PCS and MCC Compass accounts). Help to set these up will be offered 

at our Year 10 Parent information night (see below). 

 

Canvas 

CANVAS is the NT Christian Schools online learning portal. Students have gradually been exposed to 

CANVAS in a range of subjects over the last year. CANVAS will be used again this year for classes 

and for submitting assignments. This online learning portal allows students to interact in a safe 

space, engage in online discussions, submit assignments easily, and to review or catch up on missed 

classwork at home. 

 

 

Information night 

You are invited to our Year 10 NTCC information night on Wednesday 6
th

 February 6:30 – 7:30 at 

PCS. We will introduce staff and Joel Van Bentum, principal of NTCC will give a presentation. There 

will be time also for answering questions. 

 

Equipment 

At the beginning of the year all Year 10 students received the necessary textbooks and stationery 

for their subjects.  Our expectation is that Senior School students take on ownership for their 

learning and for their belongings.  If your child loses his/her stationery, they are to replace it as 

soon a possible.  If they lose their library books they are to discuss this with the library staff. 

 

Digital device 

It has been great to see all our students start the year with a digital device.  Please support them by 

making sure it is in working order and is fully charged.  Students need to have basic PC Office 

products such as ‘Word’ and ‘Powerpoint’ so as to be able to submit work in a compatible format.  

Apple products also offer basic, but suitable versions of these. Digital devices have become critical 

in Senior School learning, particularly for assessments and research. 



 

Diaries 

Students have not been issued with a diary for Senior School, however they are regularly appraised 

and made aware well before any notices, assessments, important dates, excursions, camps or due 

dates.  Please ensure your child has a diary system that works for them.  Often this will be in the 

form of a digital device that has automatic reminders or a good old fashioned paper diary. 

 

Homework 

Students will be given regular homework for English and Maths, and at times other subjects also. 

English- This will be in the form of reading novels, texts or completing assignments.  It is critical that 

students complete reading each novel before the term begins, except for Term 1 where it must be 

read by week 6. 

 

At times, homework will be focused on preparing for a test or completing assignments.   

 

Exams will take place in Term 2 from 27
th

 to 30
th

 May. 

 

Assignments 

Every term students will receive a schedule of when all the assignments are due for the term. For 

every assignment students will receive an assignment outline sheet that has a due date on it, a 

description of what the task is and what is expected.  Students will be given class time to begin 

working on their assignments and have their questions answered. Assignments will also have a 

marking rubric on them which gives students an idea of the expectations required for the different 

grade levels (A – E). Teachers will use these as a marking guideline. Students will also complete a 

draft that is due approximately one week before the final date for assignments. 

 

Late assignments – If your child cannot meet the deadline of an assignment, please contact the 

subject teacher by email or note at least two days before the due date. Students who fail to meet 

the assignment due dates will be required to attend a homework recovery session at lunch until the 

assignment is completed, or if repeatedly late, they will be involved in a Saturday morning 

detention; they will also lose 10% per day of the total available mark as a penalty.  

 

Plagiarism Policy 

 Plagiarism is the act of taking and using another person’s published or unpublished thoughts or 

 ideas and claiming them as your own. NTCC has a zero tolerance for plagiarism and have designed 

 a Plagiarism Policy to enhance and enrich the academic and ethical education of students. All 

 Senior School students will receive explicit instruction regarding note-taking, citing sources, using 

 direct quotes and writing a bibliography in order to equip them with the knowledge and 

understanding to enable academic judgement and to develop integrity.  Please refer to the 

Plagiarism Policy for more information.  

 

Travel to MCC 

As noted in my earlier email every Tuesday and Friday, our Year 10 students will travel to Marrara 

Christian College at recess and will be dismissed from there at 3:15.  Students can catch the (free) 

62A bus from MCC which will bring them back to PCS at 3:45, or the 62B to the Palmerston 

Interchange. Other than STEM on Fridays all electives will be held at MCC over these days (PCS 

students studying STEM will stay at PCS but travel by bus to MCC for PE during lunch).  Students will 

leave PCS at 10:10 on these days. 

 

Camps 

Batchelor – Year 7-10 students attend a 3-day camp to Batchelor Outdoor Education Centre from 

the 20
th

 – 22
nd

 February, where they are physically and mentally challenged through a vigorous 

program of activities. The unique design of this program gives both students and teachers the 

opportunity to strengthen relationships and build the school community.  

 

Year 10 Trip - This is an exciting adventure in which the Sattler Christian School and Marrara 

Christian College join with PCS on a three week trip to Adelaide, Canberra and Sydney, and many 

other places along the way. This trip will have a focus on the Australian Curriculum Civics and 

Citizenship unit and have regular worldview studies as we explore Australia and our culture. We 



 

love our parents to come.  Consider if this could be you! Dates are Friday 16
th

 August to Friday 6
th

 

September. Students received an introductory briefing of this trip on Tuesday and received a note 

to inform you of a parent information night on Tuesday 19
th

 February at 7:00 at MCC.  This letter 

can also be accessed here: http://www.pcs.nt.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2019/01/Y10-

Trip-Information-Night-2019.pdf 

Uniform 

Please ensure that your child is in full uniform each day. Students should not be wearing any 

jewelry apart from a single pair of stud or sleeper earrings. Students should not wear excessive 

make-up, and will be asked to remove excess make up if they choose to wear it to school. The 

uniform policy specifies that students wear completely white socks and completely black shoes. 

Please send a note with your child when they are unable to be in full school uniform. 

As part of the Year 10 curriculum, students will be asked to watch film clips and films that are rated PG/M.  

If you have any concerns about this, please contact me.  Due to the nature of Senior School, issues are 

explored that can be sensitive and confronting, they are however always explored in an appropriate 

manner.  Examples of this are themes such as the holocaust, sexuality (from a Christian perspective), drugs 

and violence.  

 

On occasions, such as for Physical Education activities, Sports Carnival and various subjects in class 

activities, students are required to go over to Marlow Oval and Lagoon. As this is not school owned land, 

parental permission is required. Students are only allowed access to the area if supervised by a teacher.  

 

Please feel free to contact me at school anytime, the best method of contact for me is via email. My 

address is doug.allison@ntschools.net.  If you contact the front office they will take your name and send 

me an email to return your call.  

 

Teacher contact details: 

Pastoral Care Group- doug.allison@ntschools.net 

English- doug.allison@ntschools.net 

Humanities and Social Sciences (HaSS) doug.allison@ntschools.net 

Biblical Studies – doug.allison@ntschools.net 

Mathematics- ben.deklerk@ntschools.net 

Science- danielle.jessup@ntschools.net 

PLP- emily.shea@ntschools.net 

Please fill in and return the form on the next page by Monday 11
th

 of February.  

 

Kind regards, 

 
Doug Allison 

Year 10 Pastoral Care Teacher 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 10, 2019 – Contact / Permission Slip 
 

 

Please circle  

 



 

I do  /  I don’t   give my child permission to watch PG/M rated films as part of the school curriculum  

   and last day of term activities. 

 

 

I do  /  I don’t   give my child permission to walk over to Marlow Oval and Lagoon (supervised) for sports 

and other  in class activities for all subjects as lessons require it. 

 

 

Comments/ Additional Notes 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

PARENT NAME & SIGNATURE  ______________________________________________  

 

 

 


