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Vision Statement  
The vision statement of NT Christian Schools 

is,  

‘We desire to be a Christian community, 

learning together to live life as God intended, 

offering hope for the world’.    

The mission statement of Palmerston 

Christian School is, 

‘To serve families through the process of 

nurturing and educating children in an 

environment where Christ is central; thereby enabling them to be the people that God has called 

them to be’. 

Principal’s Message 
The year that was 2016 saw significant growth for Palmerston Christian School  both in student 

enrolment and facilities.   

Enrolment throughout the year was consistently at the 300 student mark even though we had 

the expected normal flow of departures and arrivals. The school opened a new Foundation level 

class as well as an additional Year 4/5 class to accommodate the increased enrolment demand. 

The strategic plan is to cap the growth of the Primary at 11 classes. In 2016, the school had 9 

Primary classes ensuring the strategic plan of the council is making steady and significant 

progress. 

The facilities were significantly improved in 2016. A block of 3 new classes, a sensory room 

(engine room), additional toilets, and a hall were all completed. These facilities were opened by 

the Administrator of the Northern Territory, His Honour John Hardy. There were additional 

upgrades to the facilities which included; total revamp of the original toilets, resurfacing the 

basketball court, complete refurbishment of 3 classrooms, creating and painting three large 

undercover play areas and erecting a middle school shade shelter. The school grounds are in top 

condition and the facilities maintained to a high standard. 

The quality of the education students receive and the quality of the facilities are all outstanding. 

Palmerston Christian School again achieved increases in NAPLAN results and the Primary school 

was ranked 5th, using comparative NAPLAN results, in the whole Northern Territory. Palmerston 

Christian School is an amazing place to work and serve.  

Ken McAllister 
Principal
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Staffing Information  

All teachers have a minimum of four years training and 
are registered with the NT Teacher Registration Board.   

Position 
First 

Name Surname Qualifications FTE 

Teaching Staff -Whole School     

Principal Ken McAllister Bachelor of Arts (Education) 1 

Special Education Emma Doyle Bachelor of Education 1 

Indonesian  Dom Modoh Permisson to teach Nt TRB 0.5 

Library Chris Macrides Bachelor of Education 0.8 

Primary Team Leader Lubka  Gaitt Masters of Education 1 

Transition Gwenyth Thomsen Bachelor of Education 1 

Transition Tasha  Robertson Bachelor of Education 1 

Year 1/2 Grace  Higgs Bachelor of Education 1 

Year 1/2 Ashlee Kirkham 
Bachelor of Arts, Teaching and 
Learning. 1 

Year 2/3  Jasmine Shawel Bachelor of Education 1 

Year 3/4 Penny Dempster Master of Ed Studies 1 

Year 4/5 Samantha Hickman Bachelor of Education 1 

Year 4/5 Ranny  Kim Bachelor of Education 1 

Year 6 Megan Kennedy 
Bachelor of Arts, Teaching and 
Learning. 1 

PE David  Brabham Bachelor of Education 0.4 

Year 7, 
English/Maths/HASS Jill Carter Masters, Leadership and Management 1 

Year 7/8, 
English/Electives Amy Taylor Bachelor of Education 0.8 

Year 8, Electives Ana Abbott Bachelor of Education 0.6 

Year 9, 
Maths/Science/Electives Richard Carter Masters in Educational Studies (ICT) 1 

Year 10 Chad Tobertson 

Bachelor of Arts - English/History, 
Bachelor of Theology, Graduate 
Diploma of Education Secondary 1 

Science/Electives Carol  Basil Masters of Philosophy in Physics 1 

Music/Art Mark Twine 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and 
Bachelor of Education 0.4 

PE Emily Shea Bachelor of Education 1 

Admin/Registrar Christine Kirkham   1 

Admin/Reception Kathryn Beazley   1 
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Admin Margie Carroll   1 

Admin Coryn Schatz   Casual 

Admin Susanne Harley   Casual 

Maintenance Officer Paul Vaatstra   0.6 

Caretaker Janelle Fisher   0.2 

School Chaplain Di Jackson   0.4 

Defence Student 
Transition Aide Jake  West   0.8 

Science Tech/Dance Samantha  Price   Casual 

TA Kathy Guy   0.8 

TA Kylie Dutton   0.8 

TA Kylie Koeford   0.2 

TA Rosanna Beath   1 

TA Lara Kershaw   0.8 

TA Emiliya  Stoyanova   1 

TA Genelene Macabuhay   0.4 

 

Highlights of the school year 
In 2016 there were a number of highlights and significant events. 

The School review, which occurs every 5 years was successfully completed and the registration 

of Palmerston Christian School has been renewed. 

The leadership of the Middle School changed at the end of term 1 with the sudden departure of 

the longtime Middle School leader. An internal promotion resulted in a new Middle School 

leader and this change brought about a new broom and a fresh review of the Middle School 

program. This led to a review of the Technologies curriculum area and a significant 

improvement in curriculum especially in aligning electives to the Australian National Curriculum. 

There has been a significant development in many curriculum areas but especially a growth in 

the number and quality of electives which are aligned to the National curriculum. New courses 

included robotics, 3D printing and programming electives. The Bible curriculum was also 

reviewed thoroughly and a new Bible Scope and Sequence rolled out through the whole school. 

We had some significant community events such as the whole school Fun Day, the opening of 

the new facilities, movie nights and Easterfest. Easterfest was a new event for Palmerston 

Christian School. Essentially the last day and half leading into Easter was used as an out of class 

learning experience for students with the focus being on the Easter theme. This event was very 

successful and the school council has approved this to be an annual event in the school 

calendar. 

Whilst documenting risk and doing risk assessment was a significant change in 2016 and there 

was increased systemic expectations applied to all out of routine activities, the school adjusted 
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well and the out of class educational program 

continued to flourish. All classes from year 3 to year 9 

enjoyed at least one camp. All Middle school classes 

enjoyed two significant camps. One camp was to the 

Batchelor Outdoor education Center for the Middle 

School orientation and bonding camp as well as a 

camp for year 7 and 8 students in Kakadu. The Year 9 

students attended the rite of passage trip to Alice 

Springs and enjoyed spectacular hiking on the 

Larapinta hiking trail. 

Academics     

Whilst maintaining an open enrolment and an inclusive 

practice academic approach, the school increased the support through staffing additional 

positions in teacher aide support. There was a significant increase in students identified as 

needing additional support and over 60 students where identified under the newly 

implemented National Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD). The academic results of Palmerston 

Christian School as measured by our own internal standardised testing and NAPLAN remained 

strong. The school remained among the top ranked schools in the Northern Territory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

6 2016 Annual School Report Palmerston Christian School 

May 2017 

 

Parents and community  
During the year we had a number of significant events where we partnered with parents and the 

greater community. The Fun Day, which is a community event, was well attended and a great 

time was had by all. Palmerston Christian School has increased the Parent Teacher Conferences 

to twice a year. Both conference times were well attended. Parent participation in overnight 

camps was higher than ever before and one of the Primary camps had too many parents in the 

opinion of some teachers. The positive parent engagement is a good “problem” to have. Parents 

regularly volunteer for changing student readers, sports events, Mother’s Day stalls and the 

routine working bees.     

The School Council met regularly and almost every meeting had all members present. The 

Chairperson was re-elected for a fourth year setting a strong sense of continuity. Two council 

members moved interstate but new council members have joined what is a cohesive and sound 

governance structure  which serves the Palmerston Christian School community effectively. 

Recent survey indicates positive satisfaction with the education and operation of Palmerston 

Christian school. 
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Facilities 

The facilities at PCS have been significantly added to with the new classes and hall. The 

refurbishment of class and bathrooms has enhanced the aesthetics of the school campus. The 

significant growth in the Early Years means more classes will need to be built in the next 2 or 3 

years. The current facilities are in good order and adequate for the quality education program at 

Palmerston Christian School. 

 

 

 

 

 

Critical Incidents  

 

There was a small fire in the science lab during 

a year 8 class. This was found to be a failure of 

the gas safety device. All equipment has been 

replaced and new safety device and mechanisms have been installed. No injuries occurred in 

this event and the fire was extinguished with a little water. This incident was reported to and 

investigated by NT Work Safe. There was a review, replacement and upgrade of gas as well as 

electrical systems in the Science lab. No gas was able to be used in the Science lab for nearly 6 

months as we went through this process of investigation to ensure safety. 
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School self-assessment  

The school engaged in the School Improvement Renewal Framework. (SIRF)   

Finance Facilities and resources 

a. It was found that the school has strong budget and financial processes.  
b. It was also a year of significant physical work on the school facilities. 
c. It was recommended; The school needs to develop a documented school 

strategic plan which includes a comprehensive school master plan. 

 

 

 

 


